
Letter of support for the temporarily closure

of the Eastern Coromandel coast to the

harvest of scallops

To: The Ministry for Primary Industries / Manatū Ahu Matua
Date: 10th May 2021

The Mussel Reef Restoration Trust, Revive our Gulf project, are delighted to support
Ngāti Hei Trust’s rāhui on tīpa / scallops, 12NM from shore, off the eastern
Coromandel coast to be enforced under section 186A.

Dense beds of sessile shellfish once carpeted the Hauraki Gulf / Tīkapa Moana / Te
Moananui-ā-Toi but were fished to collapse by commercial dredging. This destructive fishing
is still used today to harvest scallops and indiscriminately destroys life on the seafloor.

Figure 1: Damage caused by dredging.  Source: State of Our Gulf 20201

Physical damage makes plants and animals that survive dredging events vulnerable to
disease, predation and sedimentation.

We don’t know much about the un-dredged condition of the seafloor in eastern Coromandel
coast but it is likely to have included sessile shellfish. Kutai / Green-lipped mussels (Perna
canaliculus) are now functionally extinct in the Hauraki Gulf Marine Park (HGMP) along with
declining numbers of other shellfish including hururoa / horse mussel (Atrina zelandica).
These species form complex biogenic habitats that support more than 10 times more fish
than barren seafloor. They are also powerful filter feeders that clear the water. By stopping
activities that directly impact these species Ngāti Hei Trust are creating large passive
shellfish restoration areas that could see large gains in biodiversity and abundance in the

1 State of the Environment Report 2020. https://gulfjournal.org.nz/state-of-the-gulf/
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long term. The protection also opens up opportunities for active restoration in the short term
which is core mahi of Revive our Gulf.

Recent research by the University of Auckland2 has found a positive relationship between
wild and aquacultural populations of kutai. It is possible that an increase in the wild
population will increase the abundance of spat in the water column. Especially as the
mussels get older, as commercial mussels are harvested very young.

Figure 2: A naturally restored mussel bed at the mouth of Whangārei Harbour. Photo: Shaun
Lee.

Dredging is responsible for the collapse of multiple fisheries including this Tipa bed  in the
Hauraki Gulf (extract from the State of the Gulf Report 2017)3:

"In 2011, commercial fishers discovered a large scallop bed that had previously been
unfished. It was not known whether the large biomass of scallops in the new bed was a
persistent feature, or the product of successful recruitment in recent years. The discovery led
to the TACC increasing from 22 tonnes meat weight at the start of the 2009-2010 to
in-season adjustments reaching 325 tonnes meat weight in 2012-2013 (although only 73
tonnes were landed in 2012-13). The scallop population of the newly discovered bed has
subsequently collapsed."

3 State of the Environment Report 2017. https://gulfjournal.org.nz/state-of-the-gulf/

2 Norrie et al 2020. 18 June 2020. Spill-over from aquaculture may provide a larval subsidy
for the restoration of mussel reefs.
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Revive Our Gulf’s vision is for a “A Hauraki Gulf enhanced with restored seabed mussel
reefs, healthy ecosystems and a natural biodiversity of marine life.” Active restoration is
complementary to passive restoration. We are very excited to support the rāhui and hope it
has knock on benefits for the degraded ecosystems of the HGMP.

Revive Our Gulf also supports the Hauraki Gulf Forum’s policy to remove all industrial
bottom trawling and scallop dredging harvest techniques from the entire Hauraki Gulf Marine
Park.

- The Trustees of the The Mussel Reef Restoration Trust / Revive Our Gulf project

www.reviveourgulf.org.nz
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